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“ NELSON MANDELA: THE STRUGGLER AGAINST APARTHEID” 

 

NELSON  ROLIHLAHLA  MANDELA  was born in Transkei, South Africa on July 18, 
1918. He became a lawyer together with Oliver Tambo, one of his best friends  and 
supporters. 

 Nelson Mandela was  vice-president  of a political party  called “The African 
National Congress” (ANC); the ANC adopted a  pacifist  politics  towards  apartheid 
and violence against  blacks,  following  the creed  of Gandhi and Martin Luther King 
. In 1960 this party was declared illegal and  Mandela was arrested. 

 
 

Four years later he was sentenced to life inprisonment. The violences in South Africa 
carried on and in 1967 the international community imposed  sanctions  on  the 
country.  

On June 16, 1976 twenty black  school children in Soweto were killed by white police  
during a peaceful demonstration outside their school. In 1980 Oliver  Tambo,  the 
lawyer and colleague of Mandela, started a world campaign to free Nelson Mandela 
and in 1990  Frederik Willem de Klerk, the President of South Africa recognised the  
value  of the ANC and the prisoner Nelson Mandela was released after 27 years . 



Violence in the country went on, but Mandela and de Klerk continued to struggle 
and  to discuss  in order to get to a solution. In 1993 they received the Nobel Peace 
Prize. In May 1994, for the first time in the history of South Africa, people of all races 
voted in democratic multiracial elections and Mr Mandela was elected President. 

 
 

He dedicated all  his  life to the recognition of equal  rights of black and white 
people, against racial discrimination, inspired  by marxism. 

In  June 2002 a memorial  museum was opened near the place where the children of 
Soweto died. Mandela was also  known  as  Madiba, a  nickname that proved to be 
much more popular and loved than Nelson Mandela. He wrote several books and 
political speeches which spoke about equality, racial integration and decent working 
conditions. He died in 2013 at the age of 95.   

 



Exercise 1 / Esercizio 1  

True/false  /   Vero/falso 

1) Nelson  Mandela  was born in Transkei, South Africa       T  F 
2) He was president of ANC       T  F 
3) He was sentenced to life imprisonment    T  F 
4) He was released after twenty years of prison   T  F 
5) He died at the age of 45       T  F 

 

Exercise 2 / Esercizio 2  

Answer the following questions / Rispondi alle seguenti domande 

1) When was Nelson Mandela born? 
2) Where was he born? 
3) Which politics did the ANC adopt? 
4) What happened on June 16, 1976? 
5) Who was Oliver Tambo? 
6) What did Tambo organize to free Nelson Mandela? 
7) Who was the President of South Africa in 1990? 
8) What happened in 1993? 
9) Who voted in democratic multiracial elections in 1994? 
10) What did Nelson Mandela dedicate all his life to?  

 

  



SELFEVALUATION / AUTOVALUTAZIONE 

SOLUTIONS / SOLUZIONI 

 

Exercise 1 / Esercizio 1  

True/false  /   Vero/falso 

1) T  
2) F 
3) T  
4) F 
5) F 

 

Two points for each correct answer / Due punti per ogni risposta corretta 

Exercise 2 / Esercizio 2  

Answer the following questions / Rispondi alle seguenti domande 

1) Nelson Mandela was born on July 18, 1918. 
2) He  was born in Transkei, South Africa. 
3) The ANC adopted a  pacifist  politics  towards  apartheid and violence against  

blacks . 
4) Twenty black  school children in Soweto were killed by white police  during a 

peaceful demonstration outside their school . 
5) Oliver Tambo was one of the best friends and supporters of Mandela. 
6) He organized a world campaign to free Nelson Mandela. 
7) Frederik Willem de Klerk. 
8) Mandela and de Klerk received the Nobel Peace Prize. 
9) People of all races. 
10) He dedicated all  his  life to the recognition of equal  rights of black and 

white people, against racial discrimination, inspired  by marxism. 

 

Three points for each correct answer / Tre punti per ogni risposta corretta. 

   



GRIGLIA DI AUTOVALUTAZIONE( EVALUATION GRID) 

Points/ Punti        Voto/ Mark 

20    6 

24    7 

32    8 

36    9 

40        10 

  


